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Abstract

Achieving optimal soil governance within the Iranian context requires both a
theoretical and practical framework. To this end, the Islamic Iranian model of
progress has been examined alongside issues raised at the 17th and 18th Iranian
Soil Sciences Congresses in 2022 and 2024. Stewardship environmental
governance in this model crystallizes in four relationships: between humans and
Allah, between individuals, among communities, and with nature. This
indigenous theory in relation to public governance has created a foundation for
extending discourse and facilitating a paradigm shift.

In terms of practical implementation, the establishment of a Soil Bureau
within the Ministry of Jihad Agriculture and its provincial branches since 2016
has marked a significant step toward enhancing government effectiveness.
Additionally, the approval of the Soil Protection Law in 2018 has further
strengthened this commitment. A review of the law indicates that indicators such
as rule of law, transparency, and justice are better articulated and more coherent
compared to accountability and participation.

To institutionalize stewardship soil governance and foster effective interactions
between the government and civil and private sectors, several proposals have been
made. These include creating a comprehensive soil database with legal
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accessibility, defining indigenous soil governance indicators, and encouraging
local community participation in soil resource management. This theoretical and
practical framework should be developed within the broader context of the
country’s governance, ensuring stakeholder participation at all levels.

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Emerging challenges related to soil, one of the most vital non-renewable
resources, significantly affect the sustainability of ecosystems and human life,
raising widespread concerns. This severe degradation is driven by factors such
as land use change, erosion, increased salinity, reduced organic matter and
fertility, pollution, and biodiversity loss. Since the 1990s, the sustainable
development agenda has promoted Sustainable Soil Management (SSM) through
a holistic and context-dependent approach to address these issues. However, the
implementation of SSM faces institutional challenges globally, including in Iran.
In response, the soil policies approved by the Iranian government in 2022 called
for optimal governance of soil territories. This research aims to establish an
indigenous theoretical and practical governance framework to avoid the imitative
use of incompatible global governance models.

Methodology

To address the research questions, the Islamic Iranian model of progress and the
historical trends in soil management were reviewed. An initial report on the
status of Iranian soil was prepared and shared with experts from various soil-
related organizations, including universities, research institutes, and executive
agencies. Additionally, issues raised during the 17th and 18th Iranian Soil
Sciences Congresses in 2022 and 2024 were examined.

Results and Discussion

The paradigms of Iranian soil and water governance were analyzed in relation
to Allan's water paradigms: pre-modern, industrial modernity, and reflective
modernity. The traditional paradigm is characterized by the Divan salary as the
basis of administrative organization, Qanat (the traditional irrigation system) as
the key technology, Boneh (the traditional cooperative cultivation system) as the
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dominant exploitation model, and an ethical framework rooted in Zoroastrianism
and Islam, which persisted until the land reforms of the 1960s.

The emergence of a new bureaucratic system, based on an automated
organizational model, has led to specialization and a reductionist approach,
resulting in a loss of coherence from the old holistic system. Stewardship
environmental governance within the Islamic Iranian model of progress is
crystallized in four relationships: between humans and Allah, between
individuals, among communities, and with nature. This model emphasizes
stewardship of the material world alongside decent and wise governance within
a framework of religious democracy, based on public votes and the free
participation of citizens in elections with trustworthy and capable
representatives.

This aligns with the soil policies, which call for government efforts to attract
public participation and promote a culture of stewardship ethics in utilizing and
preserving the country’s soil resources for future generations. In operationalizing
knowledge bases, two measures related to the governance of water and soil
resources in the Islamic Iranian model of progress have been considered. The
establishment of a Soil Bureau within the Ministry of Jihad Agriculture and its
provincial branches since 2016, along with the approval of the Soil Protection
Law in 2018, has taken significant steps toward enhancing government
effectiveness. A review of the law indicates that indicators such as rule of law,
transparency, and justice are more coherent than those related to accountability
and participation. Furthermore, active engagement between the government and
local communities is crucial for the successful implementation of SSM.

Concluding Remarks

This contextual framework for stewardship soil governance, in relation to the
country’s public governance, has facilitated the extension of discourse and a
paradigm shift. It is essential that this theoretical and practical framework is
developed within the broader context of the country’s governance, emphasizing
stakeholder participation at all levels. To institutionalize stewardship soil
governance and foster effective interaction between the government and civil
and private sectors, three key recommendations are proposed: 1) create a
comprehensive soil database with legal access, 2) define indigenous soil
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governance indicators, and 3) encourage local community participation in soil
resource management.

Keywords: Soil Governance, Divan salary, Bureaucracy, Tradition, Modernity,
Stewardship, Islamic Iranian Model of Progress
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