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Abstract

Currently, the conflict over the exploitation of Tigris and Euphrates has become
one of the most important conflicts between Turkey and Irag. Regarding this
important issue, this article tries to answer three basic questions in this field:
what are the key drivers of conflict over these water resources between Turkey
and Irag? Second, what are the possible scenarios of conflict over shared waters?
And third, what are the optimal strategies to settle this conflict? The present
research is applied in terms of type and is futures studies in terms of nature and
method used cross impact and scenario writing techniques. At first step, this
article tries to identify the drivers of the conflict by referring to experts in this
field and analyzing the findings using MicMac software. After identifying the
key drivers, strong scenarios are determined by Scenario Wizard software. The
research findings show that out of a total of 189 situations on the scenario
portfolio, 28 are critical situations, 93 are static situations and 68 are favorable
situations. Therefore, critical and static situations occupied a major part of the
scenario portfolio. Finally, by considering the most possible scenarios and
emphasizing the key drivers of conflict over shared waters between Turkey and
Irag, some strategies are presented to settle the causes of conflict.
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Extended abstract

Introduction

Currently, the conflict over the exploitation of Tigris and Euphrates has become
one of the most important conflicts between Turkey and Irag. Turkey due to its
upstream location in the Tigris and Euphrates river basins and enjoying a
superior geopolitical, economic and military position compared to the
downstream countries, especially Iraq and Syria, has planned the construction of
large dams on the Tigris and Euphrates rivers that Iraq considers this issue as a
threat and tries to provide different tools for more exploitation of these two
rivers. Due to internal and external challenges, Iraq is facing a serious threat of
water shortage, considering that this country is significantly dependent on Tigris
and Euphrates rivers and about 90% of the water needed by this country is
supplied from Tigris and 50% from Tigris. Regarding this important issue, this
article tries to answer three basic questions in this field: what are the key drivers
of conflict over these water resources between Turkey and Iraq? Second, what
are the possible scenarios of conflict over shared waters? And third, what are the
optimal strategies to settle this conflict?

Research method

The current research is applied in terms of type and is futures studies and analytic
in terms of nature and method used cross impact and scenario writing techniques.
Library and filed finding methods are used to gather the data. The statistical
sample of this research includes 17 professors and specialists (12 faculty
members and 5 experts), whose specialty area is political geography, regional
studies and international relations. A combination of methods including cross-
effects analysis, Micmac software and Scenario Wizard software are used to
analyze the data.

Research findings

At first step, this article tried to identify the key drivers of the conflict by
referring to experts in this field and analyzing the findings using MicMac
software. After identifying the key drivers, strong scenarios are determined by
Scenario Wizard software. The research findings show that out of a total of 189
situations on the scenario portfolio, 28 are critical situations (14.81%), 93 are
static situations (49.2%), and 68 are favorable situations (35.97%). Therefore,
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critical and static situations took a major part of the scenario portfolio. Finally,
by considering the most possible scenarios and emphasizing the key drivers of
conflict over shared waters between Turkey and lrag, some strategies are
presented to settle the causes of conflict.

Conclusions

Currently, the conflict over the exploitation of Tigris and Euphrates has become
one of the most important conflicts between Turkey and Irag. Regarding this
important issue, this article tries to answer three basic questions in this field:
what are the key drivers of conflict over these water resources between Turkey
and Irag? Second, what are the possible scenarios of conflict over shared waters?
And third, what are the optimal strategies to settle this conflict? The present
research is applied in terms of type and is futures studies in terms of nature and
method used cross impact analysis and scenario writing techniques. At first step,
this article tries to identify the drivers of the conflict by referring to experts in
this field and analyzing the findings using MicMac software. After identifying
the key drivers, strong scenarios are determined by Scenario Wizard software.
The research findings show that out of a total of 189 situations on the scenario
portfolio, 28 are critical situations, 93 are static situations and 68 are favorable
situations. Therefore, critical and static situations occupied a major part of the
scenario portfolio. Finally, by considering the most possible scenarios and
emphasizing the key drivers of conflict over shared waters between Turkey and
Irag, some strategies are presented to settle the causes of conflict.

Keywords: Futures Studies; Tigris and Euphrates; Turkey; Irag; Conflict.
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