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Abstract

The creation of utopian communities and areas based on specific political beliefs,
within the framework of the relationship between ideology and space, has
manifested in various instances, the most recent being the concept of "no-go
areas.” This term describes territorialization in urban and rural settings by radical
groups that gain control over regions, rendering them dangerous for outsiders, such
as immigrants, to reside in or even pass through. This study examines the
territorialization of neo-Nazis in the Federal Republic of Germany at the local level
between 2006 and 2024, focusing on Jamel as a case study. The data collection
method is library-based, utilizing primary Latin and German references, with a
descriptive-analytical research methodology. The findings indicate that factors
such as concerns over the arrival of foreign immigrants and population decline,
particularly in small towns and villages across Germany, have created fertile
ground for some extremist right-wing social groups to establish no-go zones.
These groups attempt to construct their desired geographical spaces in certain
small villages, especially in eastern Germany, by employing symbols and signs
associated with the Nazi era. However, the research results reveal that neo-Nazis
have limited acceptance, operating only on a local scale among a very small
segment of the German population. They differ significantly from new right-wing
parties, such as the AfD, in terms of ideology, organization, and performance.
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Introduction

The creation of ecological utopias and areas founded on specific political beliefs
has manifested in various forms throughout history, particularly in the relationship
between ideology and space. One of the most significant of these manifestations
is the concept of "no-go areas."” This term refers to territories—whether urban or
rural—controlled by specific extremist groups, where it is either impossible or
dangerous for outsiders, such as immigrants, to reside or even pass through. The
emergence of no-go areas established by neo-Nazis in Germany represents a novel
and significant phenomenon that illustrates the connection between ideology and
spatial organization. This research examines the status of neo-Nazi
territorialization in the Federal Republic of Germany at sub-national and local
levels from 2006 to 2024.

Methodology

Given the nature of this investigation and the challenges of conducting direct field
research, a descriptive-analytical approach combined with library research
methods were employed for data collection. This research utilized various sources,
including books, articles, reports, internet resources, and studies conducted by
other researchers.

Findings

The findings indicate that neo-Nazism in Germany has been on an upward trend
since the 1980s. These groups have engaged in territorialization by capitalizing on
public dissatisfaction stemming from the refugee crisis and employing political
propaganda along with nationalist symbols, particularly in small towns and
villages in eastern Germany. They seek to create their desired geographical spaces
in specific areas, especially within eastern Germany, by using symbols and signs
associated with the Nazi era.

The village of Jamel, located in the economically declining state of Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern in northeast Germany, serves as a prominent example of this
territorialization. Symbolically, the village displays signs of neo-Nazi control, with
Third Reich-related symbols visible at its entrance. Movement for non-Germans in
Jamel is hazardous and often requires police escort. Neo-Nazis have gradually
transformed this village into their base by purchasing houses and properties.

The strategy employed by neo-Nazis to create no-go areas includes several
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stages: first, achieving financial independence through the sale of cultural
products; second, purchasing properties within targeted locations; and finally,
pressuring local authorities to overlook their legal jurisdiction in these areas. The
findings demonstrate that this territorialization follows a specific pattern. The
groups primarily target rural areas and small towns, deliberately selecting remote
and sparsely populated regions to establish their local networks.

Conclusion

Factors such as concerns over the influx of foreign immigrants, coupled with
population decline—particularly in small towns and villages across Germany—
have created a conducive environment for certain radical social groups to establish
no-go areas. Geographically, the facilitating factors behind this phenomenon include
the weakness of civil society in eastern regions, economic problems and high
unemployment rates, youth migration, and the development gap between eastern
and western Germany, alongside feelings of disenfranchisement among citizens.

Additionally, the unique conditions present in eastern Germany, including
sentiments of being neglected in the globalization process and the fragility of civil
society, have laid a foundation for the growth of this phenomenon. The 2015
refugee crisis and recent terrorist incidents have further fortified these movements.
However, it is important to note that this phenomenon currently affects primarily
foreign immigrants and Muslims, without posing a serious threat to the broader
German populace.

In conclusion, while this phenomenon undermines the rule of law and presents
significant challenges to local democracy and civil rights, neo-Nazis maintain
acceptance only on a local scale and among a very small segment of the German
population. They differ ideologically, organizationally, and operationally from
new far-right parties, such as the Alternative for Germany (AfD) party.

Keywords: Migration, Neo-Nazism, Xenophobia, Refugee Crisis, Germany..
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