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Extended abstract

Introduction

This study seeks to investigate how political power is reproduced through
asabiyyah networks and to examine the consequences of this process for limiting
the capacities of political development in Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad Province.
Specifically, it seeks to answer how asabiyyah emerges and reproduces itself
within the current societal structure, under what conditions it intersects with
political development, and how this dynamic becomes an obstacle to political
development at both the macro and micro levels. Throughout the twentieth
century, the concept of political development has been regarded as a crucial
prerequisite for achieving democracy and self-reliance. Today, it has evolved into
a global concept embraced by most nations. However, its meaning remains
contested. For instance, Almond described it as the mobilization of power, whereas
Lerner viewed it as one dimension of the broader process of social change, and
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LaPalombara considered it the foundation of democracy. In Iran, awareness of
political backwardness emerged during the Qajar era through contact with the
West. Reformists such as Abbas Mirza, Amir Kabir, and Qa’em Magam pursued
modernization; however, their efforts failed because of unfavorable conditions,
limited social awareness, and the authoritarian nature of governance. The
Constitutional Revolution (1906-1911), however, marked a significant milestone
in Iran’s movement toward political modernization. Over the past century, Iran’s
political development has undergone several critical transformations. Given that
asabiyyah has deep roots in tribal structures, this study focuses on its role in
Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad Province. The researcher argues that modern
asabiyyah has been reproduced within the province’s political structure. In
essence, asabiyyah represents a disposition toward collective action and in-group
loyalty and plays a critical role in the rise and fall of states, strengthening them
when cohesive and weakening them when fragmented. Therefore, this study
investigates how modern asabiyyah functions as a deterrent to political
development in the province.

Methodology

Based on the nature of the topic and the research questions, Grounded Theory was
selected as the methodological framework. The research was conducted in
Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad Province, and the participants consisted of
academic and political elites from the province who were residing either within
the province or in the provinces of Fars and Tehran. In-depth, semi-structured
interviews were conducted with twenty participants selected through purposive
and theoretical sampling. The collected data were analyzed through three stages of
coding—open, axial, and selective coding—which led to conceptual
categorization and theory development.

Result and discussion

The analysis indicates that political asabiyyah functions as a major deterrent to
political development in Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad Province. When tribal
loyalties and kin-based solidarities permeate the political sphere, they create
structural barriers that hinder democratic participation and institutional
development. The findings reveal a fundamental incompatibility between political
asabiyyah and political development. The dominance of tribal politics reduces
voluntary civic engagement, suppresses political parties, weakens the rule of law,
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and impedes elite circulation. Participants emphasized that the persistence of
tribal- and clan-based loyalties, particularly among the political elite, remains one
of the primary obstacles to political modernization in Iran, especially in this
province. Moreover, the study highlights the paradoxical role of political elites.
Although they possess the potential to promote modernization and political
development, their allegiance to tribal identities often perpetuates political
stagnation. Rather than leading society toward modern civic norms, these elites
tend to reinforce tribal loyalties, thereby reproducing the structures and mentalities
of tribal asabiyyah within political institutions.

Conclusion

The analysis demonstrates that political asabiyyah constitutes a deep-seated
structural barrier to political development in Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad.
Despite some moderation following the Islamic Revolution, tribal and kinship-
based mindsets continue to dominate the region’s political culture. Key findings
show that phenomena such as asabiyyah-based coalitions substituting for political
parties, the erosion of political boundaries, and the contradictory role of elites act
as causal factors reinforcing the persistence of asabiyyah. Social, cultural, and
historical conditions, along with administrative inefficiency, incomplete
separation of powers, weak media, and clan-based management, serve as
contextual and intervening variables strengthening this system. Consequently,
political asabiyyah has evolved into a hegemonic discourse that limits voluntary
participation, restricts elite mobility, and entrenches tribal logics in political
decision-making. Ultimately, sustainable political development is an internal,
gradual process that requires transforming collective mentalities and individual
attitudes. Without such transformation, development programs are unlikely to
succeed. Despite the emergence of modern institutions, the persistence of
asabiyyah-oriented thinking continues to reproduce political underdevelopment.
The participants’ narratives clearly reveal an inseparable link between political
asabiyyah and political backwardness, underscoring that genuine political
development cannot coexist with an asabiyyah-driven mindset.

Keywords: Asabiyyah-Oriented, Political Development, Political Elites, Parties,
Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad
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