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Extended abstract

Introduction

Hydropolitics is an emerging subfield of political geography that examines the
vital role of water in political interactions and conflicts. Given the limitations of
freshwater resources, their unequal distribution, and inefficient management,
water scarcity has become a global challenge. Factors such as population growth,
increased consumption, and recurring droughts have intensified water-related
conflicts at local, national, and international levels. This study, adopting a conflict
resolution approach, seeks to develop a conceptual framework for managing these
conflicts. The proposed model emphasizes the importance of shared interests and
regional cooperation as foundations for constructive engagement and sustainable
development.

Methodology
This exploratory research employs a descriptive - analytical approach. Data were
collected through library and documentary studies and analyzed using qualitative
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content analysis. Theoretical frameworks and perspectives on crisis and conflict
were examined to extract and categorize components related to hydropolitical
disputes, forming the basis for the proposed conceptual model.

Findings

The findings indicate that the main factors contributing to hydropolitical conflicts
include the scarcity of water resources, conflicts over borders and shared water
bodies, geographical distance, governance practices, and the influence of global
powers and international institutions. Weak governance, unilateral actions, and
lack of cooperation exacerbate these challenges. Moreover, international
organizations play a dual role: they can either contribute to the development of
binding mechanisms for conflict resolution or, through inaction, allow such crises
to persist.

Conclusion

The proposed model not only clarifies the theoretical dimensions of quantitative
hydropolitical conflicts but also provides an analytical framework to trace their
root causes. It contributes to the formulation of strategies for conflict resolution
and the promotion of sustainable cooperation in transboundary water management.

Keywords: Water Shortage, Quantitative Conflicts, Hydropolitics, Conflict
Resolution.
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