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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Iran is a vast country located in one of the world’s most arid and semi-arid zones, where
water scarcity has always been a dominant environmental challenge. Over the past few
decades, the country has faced growing pressure from climate change, rising temperatures,
and declining rainfall, which have all intensified pressure on its limited water resources.
One of the most visible outcomes of these changes is land subsidence, a phenomenon that
reflects deep environmental and management crises rather than a purely geological
process. Excessive withdrawal of groundwater for agriculture, industry, and urban
consumption has severely disturbed the natural balance of aquifers. This depletion not
only damages infrastructure and farmlands but also threatens the stability of local
communities and economic security. In regions such as Isfahan Province, where
dependence on groundwater is high, the consequences have become especially severe,
resulting in widespread soil deformation and loss of fertile land. Beyond its environmental
dimensions, land subsidence also reveals the political and social fragility linked to
resource governance. Water scarcity, declining agricultural productivity, and migration
from rural areas are now contributing to social tensions and public dissatisfaction.
Addressing this issue requires a comprehensive approach that combines efficient water
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management, regional cooperation, and a long-term vision for sustainable development.

Methodology

The present study is applied in terms of purpose and qualitative in terms of methodology,
and uses the tool of qualitative content analysis. Here, categories and themes are formed
directly based on data, and the researcher tries to extract the semantic structure hidden in
the texts without relying on a priori theoretical framework. The choice of this tool was
necessary given the nature of the problem under study, namely understanding the political
and social repercussions of the land subsidence phenomenon in Isfahan province; because
the goal is to discover semantic patterns and mechanisms of production and reproduction
of the crisis at the discursive, institutional, and social levels.

Results and Discussion

Land subsidence in Isfahan has gone beyond an environmental phenomenon, evolving
into a social and political crisis that has undermined public trust in official institutions,
highlighted governance inefficiencies, and eroded social capital. This crisis has intensified
institutional and interprovincial conflicts, exposing disagreements among executive
bodies, parliamentary representatives, and upstream and downstream provinces.
Moreover, land subsidence has sparked widespread social and political protests, with
media outlets and religious institutions playing a significant role in reflecting and
amplifying the issue. Its economic and social impacts range from threats to livelihoods
and rural migration to weakening urban and regional cohesion, while emphasizing spatial
justice and political awareness. Gradually, land subsidence has become an indicator of
managerial inefficiency, a legitimacy crisis, and identity- and region-based conflicts, with
security and social dimensions increasingly affecting the daily lives of residents.

Conclusion

Land subsidence in Isfahan has evolved from a natural hazard into a lens revealing
governance weaknesses, institutional conflicts, and spatial injustices, transforming public
perception of risk into a tangible, politically charged issue. This phenomenon has fueled
social mobilization and collective action, linking environmental concerns with demands
for accountability and policy reform. Unequal distribution of risks and resources has
deepened regional disparities, weakened social cohesion, and amplified public distrust.
Addressing this crisis requires integrated spatial governance that combines ecological
capacity, transparent decision-making, equitable resource allocation, and formalized
community participation to turn a destructive cycle into an opportunity for resilient and
just territorial management.

Keywords: Land subsidence, political repercussions, climate change, water crisis, Isfahan
province
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