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Extended Abstract

Introduction

International migration has become one of the most significant socio-political phenomena
of the 21st century, reshaping demographic structures, cultural identities, and political
discourses across Europe. France, as one of the main destinations for migrants, has
experienced profound transformations in its political, social, and cultural landscape. The
intensification of migration flows has coincided with the rise of neo-nationalist
movements, the securitization of migration, and the polarization of public opinion. This
study focuses on two central hypotheses: (1) the expansion of nationalism in France has
altered the relations between citizens, migrants, and the state, generating security and
welfare challenges; and (2) international migration has produced multidimensional
impacts on France in political, economic, cultural, identity-based, security, social, and
geographical domains.

Methodology
The research adopts a descriptive—analytical design, combining both survey and library-
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based methods. A structured questionnaire consisting of 12 items (9 Likert-scale and 3
multiple-choice questions) was designed, translated into French, and distributed
electronically via Google Forms. The target population included approximately 700
French academics and experts in migration and nationalism, of whom 26 responded within
one month. The sampling strategy was purposive and snowball-based. Reliability analysis
using Cronbach’s alpha yielded a coefficient of 0.972, indicating excellent internal
consistency. Spearman’s rank-order correlation confirmed strong and significant
relationships among the Likert-scale items (coefficients above 0.7, p < 0.01). In parallel,
extensive library research was conducted, drawing on books, peer-reviewed articles,
policy reports, and statistical data from organizations such as OECD, 10M, and Ifri. The
findings from the survey and the literature were then compared and integrated to evaluate
the hypotheses.

Results and Discussion

The survey results reveal that respondents strongly agreed with the political and security
dimensions of migration’s impact. The statement ‘“Migration has influenced electoral
behavior and party discourse in France” received the highest agreement (M = 1.77), while
“Migration has reshaped the concept of national security” also scored high (M = 2.00).
These findings align with the literature emphasizing the securitization of migration in
France, particularly after the 2015 terrorist attacks (Ifri, 2023; ODI, 2024).

Cultural and identity-related impacts were also significant. Respondents moderately
agreed that migration has transformed France’s cultural structure (M = 2.55) and redefined
the boundaries of “insiders” and “outsiders” (M = 2.51). These results correspond with
OECD (2024) data and Simon (2012), which highlight the emergence of multicultural
layers and symbolic boundary shifts. However, the statement on migrants’ resistance to
assimilation received weaker support (M = 3.46), suggesting that experts perceive cultural
resistance as less widespread or more nuanced than often portrayed in public discourse.

The survey also explored parallel nationalisms. While respondents were less convinced
that migrant nationalism has expanded alongside native nationalism (M = 3.25), the
literature (Russo, 2018; Wihtol de Wenden, 2014) documents such dynamics, particularly
in diasporic networks and identity-based mobilizations. This discrepancy may reflect the
limited visibility of migrant nationalism compared to the highly mediatized discourse of
far-right parties.

The multiple-choice questions provided further insights. In Question 10, 77.8% of
respondents identified media discourse and political party positions as the most influential
factor in shaping contemporary nationalism, far surpassing cultural, economic, or security
factors. In Question 11, 69.2% selected intercultural education and dialogue as the most
effective strategy to reduce tensions, underscoring the importance of soft, cultural
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approaches over restrictive policies. Finally, in Question 12, a majority (53.8%) predicted
that the relationship between migration and nationalism in France will become more
conflictual in the future, while 33.3% considered it unpredictable.

These findings confirm the centrality of political-media framing in shaping nationalist
responses to migration. They also highlight the dual process of securitization and cultural
transformation: migration is simultaneously framed as a threat to national security and as
a driver of cultural diversification. The interplay between far-right parties, media
narratives, and migrant communities has produced a polarized environment, reinforcing
both native neo-nationalism and, in some cases, reactive migrant nationalism.

Conclusion

The study confirms both hypotheses. First, the expansion of nationalism in France has
indeed altered the relations between citizens, migrants, and the state, producing security
challenges and reshaping social cohesion. Second, international migration has generated
multidimensional impacts, most strongly in political, security, and cultural-identity
domains, but also with implications for economic and geographical structures. The
findings underscore that migration in France cannot be understood solely as a
demographic or economic phenomenon; it is deeply embedded in political discourse,
media framing, and identity politics.

Policy recommendations include:

- Revising media frameworks to reduce excessive securitization and promote balanced
narratives.

- Investing in intercultural education and dialogue to bridge identity divides.

- Adopting balanced security policies that address real threats without stigmatizing
migrants.

- Expanding research on economic and welfare dimensions of migration.

-Drawing lessons from the French case for other European countries facing similar
migration challenges.

Overall, the relationship between migration and nationalism in France is dynamic,
multidimensional, and shaped by political-media discourse. Effective policymaking
requires an integrated approach that simultaneously addresses security, identity, cultural,
and socio-economic dimensions.

Keywords: International Migration, Nationalism, Neo-nationalism, France,
Securitization, Identity
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