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Extended Abstract
Introduction
The provincial division of Sistan and Baluchistan in southeastern Iran is a critically
important administrative strategy aimed at enhancing regional governance, optimizing
resource allocation, and promoting balanced socio-economic development across a large
and culturally diverse province. However, the process is fraught with complex cultural
and social barriers that hinder smooth implementation. These barriers center on concerns
of ethnic identity preservation, the homogeneity of geographic and administrative unity,
and institutional trust, particularly among the local Baloch community. This study posits
that a nuanced understanding of these socio-cultural impediments, grounded in the lived
experiences and perceptions of the local population, is essential for enabling effective,
equitable, and sustainable administrative reforms.

While prior studies predominantly assessed historical, political, or economic
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dimensions of provincial division, this research uniquely foregrounds the perspectives
of the local Baloch community, employing an empirically rigorous approach to elucidate
how cultural values and social dynamics shape policy receptivity and acceptance. This
paper also aims to fill a literature gap by synthesizing socio-cultural insights with
quantitative analysis, facilitating evidence-based policy interventions that can better
address the concerns and aspirations of local stakeholders.

Methodology

Adopting a descriptive-analytical research design, data were collected through a survey-
based approach targeting a purposive sample of 330 individuals from the Baloch ethnic
group, aged 18 years and above, residing in six key counties within the province. The
instrument for data collection was a researcher-crafted questionnaire, developed through
a comprehensive literature review and validated by domain experts for content validity
and reliability (Cronbach's alpha > 0.9). The questionnaire captured dimensions related
to cultural and social barriers impacting provincial division, structured into specific
thematic constructs.

Data analysis employed both parametric and non-parametric statistical techniques
including one-sample t-tests, binomial tests, and Friedman's test, carried out via SPSS
software. These methods provided robust inferential assessments of the significance and
priority of each barrier category from the perspective of the respondents. The sample
demographic and geographical distribution ensure representativeness and increased
external validity of findings.

Ethical safeguards such as informed consent, confidentiality assurances, and
voluntary participation protocols were rigorously maintained throughout the data
collection process, ensuring authentic and unbiased participant responses.

Results and Discussion

The analysis reveals that cultural barriers prevail as major obstacles to the provincial
division initiative. Notably, apprehensions regarding the renaming of the province
surfaced as critical, reflecting anxieties over eroding identity markers. Similarly, fears
related to the fragmentation and loss of geographic unity were prominent, given the
province’s historically interconnected cultural landscape. The potential distortion or loss
of a cohesive cultural identity was also repeatedly emphasized by respondents.

On the social front, pervasive distrust toward central governmental institutions and
perceived inefficiencies in public service delivery constitute significant deterrents.
Participants highlighted systemic issues such as flawed budget allocation and social
deprivation, which exacerbate feelings of marginalization and undermine support for
administrative changes. These socio-political dynamics contribute to skepticism
regarding the state's intentions and question the equitable benefits of provincial division.
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Statistical evidence confirms that all measured barriers have a significant and
meaningful impact well exceeding average thresholds. The findings align with
contemporary political geography and ethnic studies frameworks, underscoring that
administrative boundaries must be sensitively designed to reflect cultural and social
realities to foster stability and acceptance.

Furthermore, the research compares international case studies to underscore the
importance of participatory governance and culturally congruent territorial delineations.
Such models have demonstrated enhanced developmental outcomes and reduced ethnic
tensions in multi-ethnic contexts, suggesting valuable lessons for the Sistan and
Baluchistan case.

Conclusion

This study conclusively affirms that socio-cultural barriers must be central
considerations in any provincial division policy deliberations in Sistan and Baluchistan.
Policymakers are urged to prioritize community engagement mechanisms that
authentically incorporate local perspectives, thereby legitimizing the division process
and ensuring its sustainability. Recognizing and preserving ethnic identities, coupled
with transparent and responsive governance, are essential to building the trust and
goodwill required for successful administrative restructuring.

By addressing the identified barriers effectively, it is possible to mitigate ethnic and
social tensions, promote social cohesion, and catalyze balanced regional development.
This approach not only aligns administrative structures with socio-cultural realities but
also contributes decisively to lasting peace and prosperity in the region.

Future research should focus on longitudinal assessments of implemented policies
and deeper qualitative investigations into community narratives to further enrich
understanding and enhance adaptive governance strategies. The integrative
methodology and comprehensive findings here contribute significantly to both academic
discourses and practical policymaking in politically sensitive multi-ethnic regions.

Keywords: Cultural barriers, social barriers, provincial division, Baloch local
community, ethnic identity, regional development
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