Political Spatial Planning
1(3):1-28, Summer 2025

Tarbiat Modares
University

DOI: 10.48311/psp.7.3.1

A Critical Review of Spatial Justice Studies at the
Supra-Urban Scale in Iran

Ali Pourazizi' ‘=, Zahra Ahmadipour >* "=, Mostafa Ghaderi Hajat® "=/,
Ebrahim Romina*

PhD graduate in political geography, Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran, [ran
Professor of Political Geography, Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran, Iran

Associate Professor of Political Geography, Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran, Iran
Associate Professor of Political Geography, Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran, Iran

bl A

Received: 2024.02.26 Accepted: 2024.07.27

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Scientific research endeavors are fundamentally driven by philosophical
foundations and a specific paradigmatic framework through which they seek to
understand and analyze domain-specific phenomena. The field of spatial justice
studies is no exception to this rule. Accordingly, this article attempts to critically
examine scholarly work addressing spatial justice at the supra-urban scale in Iran
by foregrounding the spatiality paradigm and its underlying conceptual
framework. The aim is to determine the extent to which existing studies conform
to the epistemological and methodological requirements of spatial research. The
central research question may be articulated as follows: What are the
philosophical foundations and deficiencies of spatial justice studies conducted at
the supra-urban scale in Iran? To answer this, the paper engages in ontological,
epistemological, and methodological critique within the framework of spatial
paradigm theory.
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Methodology

This research is theoretical-fundamental in nature and draws upon library-based
sources and logical inference to address the posed questions and examine the
associated hypotheses. Initially, the study outlines the necessary theoretical
foundations and constructs a conceptual framework for evaluating existing
literature, using established theoretical perspectives in the field of spatial justice.
Subsequently, through a meta-synthesis approach, the study identifies core
characteristics and extracts key thematic categories from the selected corpus of
literature. Finally, the theoretical underpinnings of the studies are assessed through
critical analysis.

Findings

The study’s findings are presented in two categories: structural and substantive.
The structural section assesses the general research characteristics and
methodological patterns found in spatial justice studies at the supra-urban scale in
Iran. The second section engages with the substantive content of these studies,
identifying dominant ontological orientations, epistemic frameworks, and
ideological undercurrents. It is important to note that the analysis is based on a
sample of 36 peer-reviewed articles published between 2006 and 2023.

Conclusion

A comprehensive examination of both philosophical foundations and empirical
evidence reveals substantial conceptual constraints in how Iranian scholarship
approaches spatiality within supra-urban justice studies. Current research
demonstrates a persistent tendency to frame justice through an overwhelmingly
social lens while failing to adequately incorporate the spatial dimensions essential
to a critical-realist approach. This represents a fundamental theoretical limitation,
as the mere geographic referencing of justice concepts does not in itself constitute
genuine spatial analysis. The dominant paradigm in these studies reduces space to
a passive, inert backdrop for assessing the distribution of social advantages - an
approach that effectively universalizes justice while stripping it of its essential
spatial characteristics. Such conceptual reductionism stands in direct opposition to
the foundational principles of spatiality theory, which maintains that all
phenomena emerge through the dynamic interaction of physical, cognitive, and
social spatial dimensions. This tripartite nature demands specialized ontological
frameworks, requires distinct epistemological approaches for knowledge
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production, and necessitates methodologies capable of addressing these
multidimensional spatial realities. The spatiality paradigm was specifically
developed to counter such flattened conceptualizations, asserting instead that
space operates as an active, constitutive element of justice phenomena. The current
Iranian scholarship's failure to properly engage with this paradigm has resulted in
analyses that, while geographically situated, remain fundamentally non-spatial in
their theoretical underpinnings and methodological applications. This critical
theoretical gap significantly undermines the field's capacity to address the complex
spatial manifestations of justice at supra-urban scales, calling for a fundamental
reorientation of research approaches in this domain.

Keywords: Justice Issue, Spatiality, Spatial Justice, Critique of Conceptual
Framework
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