ARTICLE INFO

ISSN: 2645-5145; Political Spatial Planning. 2024;6(1):105-119
Structural obstacles to human development in
Kurdistan province

Extended Abstract
Introduction

Article Type
Research Article

In the current research, the political dimension of the existing state
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of underdevelopment and how it is tied to the economy and also its
consequences in Kurdistan province have been investigated.
Undoubtedly, examining how it works and analyzing all aspects of
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Iran's political economy requires extensive research, and sometimes
due to the lack of data, it is not possible to get an accurate picture of
the ruling monopolies. The arrival of hydrocarbon resources has also
added to the complexities of this structure, in such a way that many
consider the abundance of resources and the emergence of the rentier
state as the main cause of the current situation, unaware that the
flawed structure of Iran's political economy without oil revenues
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would not be capable of providing a minimum welfare level and
establishing current limited infrastructure. In this research, we will
look for an answer to this question, whether there is a significant
difference in the development levels of Kurdistan province and the
country as a whole or not? By comparing the indicators of human
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development in the years 1977 and 2018, we will try to answer it.
Methodology

The method used in this research is secondary and comparative
guantitative data analysis, and we aim to describe the various aspects
of the current situation and find its causes. In order to measure the
levels of human development in different provinces of the country,
the secondary data analysis method has been used, and as a means to
checking different periods of time and provinces, the comparative
method has been used.

Result and discussion

In 1976, only in terms of per capita income, Kurdistan's situation was
slightly better than the national average, and the province's indicators
for education and health were lower than this average. Finally,
Kurdistan province is ranked 18th among the twenty-three provinces
of the country in terms of human development index. In the post-
revolution period, the conditions of Kurdistan, along with other
regions of Iran, have improved. In the field of human development
index in 2018, the score of Kurdistan was 0.732, which compared to
0.214 in 1976, it experienced a growth of 0.518. In the same period
of time, the national average has also reached from 0.247 to 0.783,
which indicates a growth of 0.536. Part of this can be considered
related to global progress and improvement of conditions in most
parts of the world, and part of this can be related to the distributional
nature of the revolution and a response to the demands of the social
downtrodden. Nevertheless, we see the continuation of the
developmental gap between Kurdistan province and the average of
the country, which shows a structural dysfunction.
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Conclusion
In this article, an attempt has been made to compare the statistics
related to the human development index in 2018 and its
reconstruction in 1976, to show that Kurdistan province is
historically more backward than a significant percentage of other
provinces in terms of income, education and health variables.
Therefore, it seems that in addition to social engineering to create
restrictions for Kurdistan, the root of this backwardness should be
found in the historical structures of the center's relationship with
Kurdistan and its deepening throughout history. Therefore, although
the relative underdevelopment of this part of Iran can be attributed
to some policies of the government of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
this is fundamentally and historically rooted in other structural
variables, some of the most important of which are:
- The political economy of monopolies in the history of Iran.
- Core-periphery relationship and unequal economic exchange.
- The nationalism project centered on Persianness during the Pahlavi
era and its subsequent stabilization.
- Identity-based development and, as a result, uneven distribution of
resources.
- The narrative of the Islamic Republic of the element of religion and
the superior-subordinate relationship arising from it.

The nation-building project based on non-developmental policies
and the political economy of identity-based monopolies has not only
not turned Iran into a developed country, but has created adverse
consequences for the country in general and Kurdistan in particular.
This has caused a wide backwardness in the development levels of
the country, and as a result, many shortcomings are observed in
various aspects of the country's macroeconomics. Also, the ruling
formation of Iran's political economy, which operates in an identity-
oriented manner, and the cultural engineering policy that justifies it,
has led to a huge waste of resources and the inability to achieve
development.
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