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Effective Components in the Construction of
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Hegel's Soul Phenomenology

Extended Abstract

Introduction

The non-generalist view of territorial identity and Considering
it to be dependent on political ideas has been considered in
critical political geography studies in recent years. In this
regard, the primary principle of considering the territorial
identity concept to be dependent on government; goes back to
Hegel's thoughts. According to his idea, territorial identity is a
rational form of thought created by the government on the
earth, and a form of this phenomenon appears in every
historical turn. In this regard, the political thought of the
Charismatic king was one of the important components in the
construction of territorial identity in the Achaemenid era
during which charismatic kings were considered to be God's
chosen one on earth and in his existence shadow became
possible to form social cohesion. However, the Political-spatial
identification of the Achaemenid era based on of Charismatic
King thought functions, has been less studied by Hegel's soul
phenomenology.

Methodology

In this research has been tried by analyzing the historical texts
content be explained effective components in the construction
of social identity in the Achaemenid era in the Hegel's
phenomenology of the soul framework.

Result and discussion

A- Holy Legitimacy of Charismatic King and its relationship
with the creation of territorial identity

According to Hegel's phenomenological; To ensure its
legitimacy to build a territorial identity and bring tribes and
nationals into obedience, the power apparatus in every period
of history, has formed a combination of moral justifications,
culture, and interpretation of religion and science. In this
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regard, awareness creation about the importance of the king's
position in the construction of the territorial identity in the
Achaemenid era was a historical synthesis result of the
traditional interpretation of powerful kings being replaced by
the king attributed to Ahuramzda. Therefore, the legitimacy of
the king as "the shadow of God on the earth” in the
Achaemenid inscriptions became possible due to the
attribution to Ahura Mazda and organized the formation of a
single perception of territory among the people based on king
holiness in the Achaemenid era.

B- Ethnic pluralism and homogenizing function of the
Charismatic Kingdom

Ethnic pluralism and the potential and actual power of nomads
could always lead to resorting to physical force against
political cohesion. As a result; The formation of social
cohesion in Iran requires a force that is considered beyond the
traditional function of different nomads and ethnic groups to
seize political power. Therefore; In the Achaemenid era, the
idea of political leadership mixed with holiness; was able to
maintain the obedience spirit in different tribes and ethnics and
shape the territorial identity at this historical moment.

C- Sanctity of Achaemenid descent in the construction of
territorial identity

In Achaemenid political thought, the pattern of territorial
identity construction was focused on the sanctity of the royal
descent. So, the educational requirements of the king; were
considered related to descent. In the historical inscriptions left
by the Achaemenids, the king's heavenly descent is always
mentioned, and as a result, the creation of political opposition
against the Kking's authority was considered illegitimate.
Although in ancient Iranian governance, tyranny was
considered common to all Government dynasties in the
Achaemenid era, according to Hegel's view historical spirit of
creating a territorial identity emerged based on the Charismatic
King's existence.

D - Geopolitical alienation and creating social cohesion based
on Charismatic King thought in the Achaemenid era

In the phenomenological concept of Hegel's spirit, the origin of
the country's territorialism is self-awareness of their thoughts

Space Political Analysis Quarterly Vol. 06, No.1, Winter 2024



91 Effective components in the construction of territorial identity in the Achaemenid era

in the form of alienation from opposing forces and ideas.
According to Hegel, the actualization of political thought in the
form of a world government is not possible, but according to
his opinion, the national government is in a dialectical conflict

with other governments and they evoke the manifestation of

their political thought in the form of geopolitical conflicts. In
this regard, the geopolitical alienation of the Achaemenids
from the surrounding states, especially the Greek city-states
was a conflict manifestation between the Charismatic king's
thoughts with opposing thoughts, which was effective in

building of Iranian people’s territorial identity.

Conclusion

In Hegel's view; The territorial identity is embodied and
flourishes from the political thought of the government, and
this phenomenon cannot be understood beyond time and space.
Hence, the belief in the crystallization of Ahura Mazda's will
in the existence of the king; was one of the most important
components of the Achaemenid political thought in building
social cohesion and crystallizing Iran's political territory. The
sanctification of the king's position and not an ideological
religion made possible the emergence of cultural tolerance
during the Achaemenid period. So, in establishing territorial
identity; The king was considered as a person committed to
moral qualities such as justice, honesty, and fairness. This
reading; provided the capacity to unite people with different
religions and languages with the government in the form of a

territorial document.

Keywords: Achaemenid, Charismatic King,
Identity, Phenomenology of Soul, Hegel.
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