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The role of human geography in the Afghan crisis

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Geography is one of the most important determinants of
stability or instability in countries. In fact, geography is the
basis of many social and political developments of countries
and even the relations between them and their neighbors.
Afghanistan is one of the clear examples of such countries.
The geography of this country is historically crisis-prone.
Throughout history, war, insecurity, political instability,
poverty, and internal disputes have plagued this country.
Therefore, considering the importance and position of
Afghanistan's crisis, the aim of the current research is to
explain the foundations of human geography in the crises of

this country.

Research Methodology

This analytical-descriptive research is a combination of
Hoggett's theory and Cohen's theory. In this way, the bases
and contexts of the crisis in Afghanistan have been explained
from the perspective of human geography. In addition, the
effects of each of the human crisis factors have been
researched and analyzed. The method of collecting the data

required for this research is the library method.

Result and discussion

According to the findings of the research, all the crises in
Afghanistan from the perspective of human geography have
been caused by human heterogeneity and the interventions of
superpowers, which has caused the country to remain fragile,
unstable and prone to crisis. Afghanistan has had border
disputes with Pakistan for a long time, which has spread to
Iran, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan under the Taliban regime.
Also, being landlocked has made this country unable to use
the resources available in the ocean and seas. The buffering of
Afghanistan between two great powers and the damage
caused by the actions of these powers has caused Afghanistan
to be in a fragile region. Common rivers, changing the
direction of border rivers, dam constructions and disputes
over the water share of border rivers are among the disputes
with Iran. which are one of the most stable issues of
Afghanistan's geography. Separatists on both sides of the
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border, ethnocentrism and anti-culture, mono-ethnic and
religious rule, suppression of ethnic groups including Tajiks,
Hazaras and Uzbeks, and the substitution of Pashtun language
instead of Persian have prevented the national unity of
Afghanistan, and this has increased with the rule of the
Taliban. Also, cultivation and smuggling of drugs, extreme
fundamentalism and terrorist attacks on the Hazaras of the
Shiite religion have caused a large number of Afghan people
to be killed, and most of the country's farms are cultivated
with drugs, including poppy, instead of cultivating official
crops. Poverty, deprivation and high illiteracy rate in
Afghanistan have also caused the migration of a large number
of young people and human resources (brain drain).
Afghanistan is an ethnic mosaic country, and throughout the
contemporary history of this country, ethnocentrism has been
the main factor in the formation of internal crises and has

hindered national solidarity.

Conclusion

The human geography of Afghanistan is a suitable platform
for the formation of humanitarian crises. Human
heterogeneity (ethnic, religious, linguistic, cultural, etc.), the
interference of neighboring countries and superpowers, are
among the most fundamental factors causing Afghanistan's
crisis. In the big game between Britain and Russia,
Afghanistan played the role of a buffer and has always been a
strong and vulnerable wall between the two empires. During
the Cold War, the same geographic location became
important for America. Pakistan sees the stability and
fulfillment of its goals in the instability of Afghanistan, and
therefore, due to the border dispute, and with the aim of
establishing a government aligned with itself, reaching
Central Asia and preventing the expansion of India and Iran's
influence, it intervenes in the geography of Afghanistan. The
most important crisis-causing and divisive factors of human
geography among the ethnic groups of Afghanistan, which
are also the source of disputes with neighbors, are: border and
river disputes, being a buffer between powers, being
landlocked, being in a fragile and under pressure area,
Multiplicity of neighbors, changing the course of border
rivers. Border and river disputes, being a buffer between
powers, being landlocked, being in a fragile and under
pressure region, multiple neighbors, changing the course of
border rivers, ethnicism, extreme fundamentalism and
terrorism, linguistic and cultural prejudices, immigration and
deprivation. , low literacy, separatists on both sides of the
border, and drug cultivation and trafficking are the most
important factors that cause crises and conflicts in the
geography and human geography of Afghanistan, which also
form the source of differences with neighbors. The mentioned
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factors are among the stable geographical causes that have a
forced role in creating crises and disputes. These factors have
prevented solidarity, the formation of a national government
and the formation of national identity in Afghanistan.

Keywords: Afghanistan, Crisis, Human Geography, Risks.
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