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Introduction In the modern society, the floating population has daily travels between the
place of residence and the place of work or education and travels through towns and villages
every day at a given time. With the expansion of Tehran metropolis, floating population was
introduced as one of the city’s problems. The population of Tehran, during the day, is one or
several million more than the population of the city at night. For the first time, a question was
asked in the Population and Housing Census in 2007, and the place of work and education of
individuals were asked. In the 2012 census, two separate questions, for the place of work and
education, were designed to evaluate the floating population. Using the library resources and
documentary research, the present descriptive-analytical study was conducted with the aim of
investigating the effect of population flotation on the population gap at day and night in Tehran
metropolis in the census performed in 2012.

Conclusion In 2012, Tehran metropolis accounted for about 72% of the urban population of
the province and one-fifth of the floating population of the country. A total of 78% come from
other provinces to Tehran metropolis due to work and 22% come for eduacation and most of
the floating population is a young population. The reason for going to Tehran is education for
most of the young women and work for most of the men, which is affected by socio-cultural
characteristics of the society. The most important reason for the daily flow of the population
toward Tehran is the lower cost of living and the lack of employment and education facilities in
dormitory cities, which shows the exacerbation of the inequality in the imbalanced development
of Tehran metropolis with other parts of the country, including the surrounding satellite cities.
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