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Introduction
Elections, as a political behavior, are the most important
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arena of political participation and play a fundamental role
in determining the fate of society. Participation in elections
and the act of voting are also the crystallization the will of
public opinion and voters. Accordingly, analyzing electoral
behavior of different periods can provide a more accurate
understanding of the political, social and economic
developments of each period. The present study aims to
investigate, explain and analyze the factors affecting
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electoral behavior of the tenth and eleventh periods of the
Islamic  Consultative ~ Assembly elections in the
constituencies of Qasr-e-Shirin, Sar-e Pol-e Zahab and Gilan
Gharb. The importance, necessity and motivation for
choosing the subject, on the one hand, goes back to the
fundamental position of the legislative branch, whose
function has a fundamental impact and role on the fate of the
people and the country. On the other hand, it is related to the
constituency, which has not been researched in this field so
far. This work is the first study and a response to this
necessity.

The theoretical framework of the research is a
combination of electoral behavior models and, based on this,
it analyzes the role of tribal-ethnic divide, religious divide,
and city-based orientation as long-term factors and political
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factionalism and economic factors as short-term factors in
shaping the voting pattern of the constituency.

This constituency includes three cities with a population
of 165,602 people and one representative. It also has
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specific geographical, cultural, and historical characteristics,
a diverse population, and different economic and social
conditions. The people of these areas are Kurds and are
formed from different tribes and clans. Culturally, they are
also a mixture of Sunnis, Shiites, and Ahl al-Hagq. These
characteristics have been able to leave significant and
noticeable effects on political and electoral orientations over
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time and in different periods.

Methodology

The data gathering procedure is based library and field
finding method. The number of sample is 395 people who
are 20 years old and more. T-test and paired t-tests are used
to compare variables in the 10" and 11" elections of the
Islamic Consultative Assembly in the study area. The
statistical method is used to compare the nature of the
analyses.

Discussion and Results

The results showed that the long-term and short-term
variables of the research have had an effect on voting
behavior in both election periods. However, there are
differences in the extent and manner of the effects of the
aforementioned factors between the two periods. In such a
way that the role of the tribal-clan divides and county
orientation has increased in the 11™ period compared to the
10™ period, which indicates the strengthening and attention
to ethnic and local identities. In contrast, the role of religious
divide has decreased compared to the tenth period, which
could indicate a change in voters' prioritization or a change
in the approach of influential individuals in this field. The
role of political factionalism and the economic factor has
also been greater in the 11" period which could be due to
voters' increased attention to economic and livelihood
conditions and political affiliations. However, the presence
of candidates as voters with special political, social
characteristics and financial capabilities at unconventional
expense should not be ignored in voters' behavior.

Conclusion

The analysis of the voting pattern in the constituencies of
Qasr-e Shirin, Sar-e Pol-e Zahab and Gilan Gharb in the
tenth and eleventh periods of the Islamic Consultative
Assembly shows significant changes in voters' priorities.
The results of the analysis of the voting pattern in the social,
political and economic space indicate the importance of
paying attention to local, ethnic, religious and cultural
needs. Therefore, the analysis of the findings indicates both
the change and stability of some factors in the voting
pattern. Overall, the analysis of these two periods shows that
voting patterns were influenced by a combination of long-
term and short-term factors. While some factors, such as
religious divides, have remained stable, others, such as
tribal-ethnic divides, city-state orientation, and political
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factionalism, have seen significant changes with increasing
trends. The increasing importance of economic issues in
both periods also indicates that livelihood problems and
obstacles have remained at the center of voters’ decision-
making.

Keywords: Elections, Islamic Consultative Assembly, 10"
and 11" Periods, Voting Pattern.
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