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Extended Abstract

Introduction

International cooperation has a long history, but the establishment of formal
international organizations began in the 19th century, notably with the Congress
of Vienna in 1814. However, the development of multilateral international
institutions and the rise of the "Organization Building Movement™ are primarily
phenomena of the 20th century, continuing into the present day. Regional
organizations have often been viewed as mechanisms for expanding cooperation,
ensuring national security, and resolving disputes before escalating them to the
Security Council. Their goal has been to advance the objectives of global
organizations like the United Nations in promoting peace, security, and
international collaboration by leveraging the strengths and addressing the
limitations of regional countries. Geographical proximity and interconnected
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interests among member states enhance the effectiveness of these organizations
in fostering peace, security, and cooperation, while also consolidating
international consensus through preliminary government involvement in
regional frameworks.

During the 1950s and 1960s, regionalism was shaped by the Cold War and
the bipolar political and economic division of the world. Following World War
I1, particularly from the 1960s onward, countries increasingly recognized the
importance of international cooperation within regional frameworks.
Discussions on regional cooperation gained prominence as regional treaties were
seen as a means to address international crises and strengthen the capacity of
member states to tackle contemporary challenges. Regionalism not only fosters
economic collaboration but also promotes political and security convergence,
offering peaceful solutions to existing or potential crises and contributing to
regional peace and security.

Focusing on the geopolitical indicators of membership in regional treaties—
critical tools that play a fundamental role in shaping regional convergence,
cooperation, and dynamics—regional geopolitics is significantly influenced by
such memberships. Fluctuations arise from the interplay of geopolitical,
political, security, economic, commercial, cultural, and social indicators in
regional interactions. However, the specific requirements for membership in
regional treaties have not been thoroughly examined in academic research. This
study addresses this gap by identifying and analyzing these requirements as
components and indicators, framing them as the central research problem.

This research investigates the imtreaties of major geopolitical indicators on
membership in regional treaties. It seeks to answer the question: "What effects
do geopolitical indicators have on membership in regional treaties?”" The
hypothesis posits that "geopolitical indicators, to varying degrees, influence the
political, security, economic, commercial, cultural, and social components of
membership in regional treaties."

Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical and fundamental research approach.
Data were collected from documentary and statistical sources using library
resources and field studies. The statistical population included experts,
academics, and specialists in geopolitics, political geography, political science,
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international relations, economics, and strategic management. A sample of 30
individuals was selected through convenience sampling. Supplementary data
were gathered through expert questionnaires and interviews. The collected data
were analyzed using SPSS and the Friedman test to address the research
objectives in line with the questionnaire design.

Results and Discussion

The research hypothesis was tested using the Friedman test to rank questions
related to geopolitical indicators and examine respondents’ perspectives. The
research question—"What effects do geopolitical indicators have on membership
in regional treaties?"—and its hypothesis—"Geopolitical indicators, to varying
degrees, influence the political, security, economic, commercial, cultural, and
social components of membership in regional treaties"—were explored by
analyzing the most significant geopolitical indicators affecting membership.
These indicators were identified through expert participation and responses from
the statistical community.

The Friedman test results (standard deviation of geopolitical indicators)
indicated statistical significance, allowing for further interpretation. The
calculated Chi-square value of 601.092, with an error level of less than 1%
(P<0.01), confirmed the significance of the test. This implies that the ranking of
geopolitical indicators for membership in regional treaties s is meaningful to
respondents, and experts assigned varying levels of importance to these
indicators. With a 99% confidence level, the hypothesis of equal importance
across all 42 geopolitical indicators was rejected, confirming that the tested
indicators significantly imtreaties the political, security, economic, commercial,
cultural, and social components of membership in regional treaties.

The Friedman test also ranked the most important geopolitical indicators for
membership in regional treaties. The results revealed that the highest average
ranking (32.62) was assigned to the indicator "Expansion of cooperation,
goodwill, and stability in regional interactions, enhancing the positive and
friendly image of the member country,” under the political component. This
indicator was deemed the most critical by respondents. Other significant
indicators included: "Expansion of cooperation in various fields" (economic
component), "Enhancing the regional and global position of the member country
and improving regional and global cooperation to protect its national interests"

@i

7(1):115-145, Winter 2025 ;)jj;»


http://dx.doi.org/10.48311/psp.7.1.115
https://psp.modares.ac.ir/article-42-73568-fa.html

[ Downloaded from psp.modares.ac.ir on 2025-03-11]

[ DOI: 10.48311/psp.7.1.115]

*@@i Investigating and Analyzing ... Alireza Norouzi Fard et al. ;)j‘ipe

(political component), and "Facilitating more investment and strengthening the
economic influence of the member country in other members and regional
countries through the treaties' communication channel™ (economic component).
Conversely, the least important indicator, with the lowest average ranking (6.50),
was "Preventing the approval of new sanctions by the Security Council and
thwarting global consensus, rendering the sanctions regime ineffective against
member countries” (economic component).

Conclusion

The findings of this research, based on both library studies and field
investigations, highlight the following geopolitical indicators as crucial for
membership in regional treaties: the expansion of cooperation, goodwill, and
stability in regional interactions; enhancing the positive and friendly image of
the member country; fostering cooperation in various fields; improving the
regional and global position of the member country; facilitating increased
investment and economic influence; and establishing a collective regional
security system. These indicators elevate the credibility, prestige, and
international influence of member countries, positioning them as key players in
the global arena. They also strengthen regionalism, influence the policymaking
of major international actors, create economic opportunities, boost bilateral and
multilateral cooperation, and enhance economic diplomacy. By examining the
geopolitical indicators of membership in regional treaties as essential tools with
a fundamental role in regional convergence, cooperation, and dynamics, this
study underscores the significant imtreaties of these indicators on political,
security, economic, commercial, cultural, and social aspects of regional
interactions.

Keywords: Geopolitics, Geopolitical Indicators, Regional Convergence,
Regional Treaties
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